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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 5269 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, TH 

SUBJECT: SOMPONG SUCHARITKUL CANDIDACY FOR ILC SEAT 

REF: A. THE HAGUE 5056, 12/16/72 

B. BANGKOK 17851, 12/19/72 C. STATE 121406, 7/8/71 

1. WE HAVE HAD INFORMAL REQUEST FROM MFA FOR USG 
SUPPORT FOR SOMPONG CANDIDACY FOR INTERNATIONAL LAW 
COMMISSION SEAT WHICH BECAME VACANT SEVERAL MONTHS 
AGO ( REF A). 

2. WE CONTINUE TO REGARD SOMPONG AS PROFESSIONALLY 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED FOR THE ILC POSITION, AND TO BELIEVE 
THAT IN THE INTEREST OF LONG- TERM RELATIONS WITH 
THAILAND, TIMELY SUPPORT OF SOMPONG' S CANDIDACY WOULD 
BE BENEFICIAL ( REF B ). 

3. IN REPLYING TO MFA QUERY, IF DEPARTMENT SEES NO 
OBJECTION WE WILL REITERATE USG 1 S HIGH REGARD FOR 
SOMPONG BUT ADD THAT IS IS USG POLICY TO TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT REGIONAL PREFERENCES BEFORE DECIDING TO SUPPORT 
ANY CANDIDATE FROM THAT REGION ( REF C). 
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